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The Porter 
St. Conrad Fraternity, Annapolis, MD 

Secular Franciscan Order – September 2025 
http://stconradannapolis.sfousa.org/ 

The Porter deadline for next issue is July 9.  Please send news, events, prayer requests, poems, or any interesting items 
to:  Joan Faltot, 715 Maiden Choice Ln, Apt CC122, or send by email to  jd6bouv@verizon.net. 

 

 
Fraternity 
Gathering 

                                 Saturday, September 20, 2025 
Mass at 9:30 AM  at Our Lady of the Fields 

1070 Cecil Avenue South, Millersville 
Followed by Fraternity Gathering in Room 203/204 

Program  Guest Speaker Abigail Flores will speak on Immigration 

Refreshments Glen Burnie/Pasadena.  LOH 

Prayer Annapolis/Eastern Shore.  

Prayer Requests 

 

For physical and spiritual healing of:  Tessie Chitty, Tim Shea,  Al McGee (Ruth’s 
brother-in-law), Ed Shea (Ruth’s son), Dennis Mallon (broken hip), Emily McGeady, Jerry 

Miante, Dr. Alex Demyan, Jude Dodge’s niece, Catherine Gonzalez’s mother, Monica’s 
daughter, Jude Dodge, Margaret Jackson, Audrey Donnelly, Audrey Bushée, Bill Chitty, 

Kathleen Sievers, Carole Marsh’s sister, Harry Thompson, Jackie Chaplin (sister of 
Kathleen Sievers), Ed Sievers (Kathleen’s husband), , Kellie Eye (granddaughter of Susan 
Greif), Jimmy Wilbourne, Gerard Malka (brother of Genny Wilbourne), Carolyn Malka 

(sister-in-law of Genny Wilbourne).   
Please help keep this list current.  Additions and changes should be sent to Joan at 

jd6bouv@verizon.net 

Birthdays Chris Grubach – 10/08 Brigid Cobb – 10/08 

Profession 
Anniversaries 

Chris Grubach – 09/21/2019 Pat Tyrrell – 10/10/1996  
Joe McHugh -- 09/21/2019 Mary Cicero Gemmell – 10/10/1996 

Joan Kvetkas – 10/04/1979 Tessie Chitty – 10/11/1998 
Louise Ryan – 10/04/1982 Joan Faltot – 10/15/1991 

Council Meeting Friday, October 3 at 7:00 via Zoom. 

Upcoming 
Events 

Sunday, September 21, 1-4pm.  St. Joseph Cupertino Picnic at the Shrine of St. Anthony.  All 
fraternities have an open invitation. See flyer included in this newsletter. 

Sunday, October 5, 2025 at 3:00pm.  Webinar:  Celebrating the Canticle of the Creatures 
1225-2025 presented by the National Fraternity via Zoom. Additional information included 

in this newsletter. 
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Minister’s Minute  
        Dear Brothers and Sisters,    We celebrate Sunday, The Feast of the Exaltation of the 

Cross of Christ and remember our beloved St. Francis and the Stigmata he endured on the 
17th. I share here a Prayer composed by St. Padre Pio (feast on 23rd) that speaks of my heart 

during the events of the recent week as I am sure it does yours:    A PRAYER TO JESUS CRUCIFIED 
              O Jesus Crucified, give me your strength when my weak nature rebels against the distress and suffering of this 

life of exile, and enable me to accept everything with serenity and peace.  With my whole strength I cling to your merits 
,your sufferings, your expiation and your tears so that I may be able to cooperate with you in the work of salvation.  Give 

me strength to fly from sin, the only cause of your agony, your sweat of blood and your death.  Destroy in me all that 
displeases you and fill my heart with the fir of your holy love and all your sufferings.  Clasp me tenderly, firmly, close to 

you that I may never leave you alone in your cruel Passion . I ask only for a place of rest in your heart. Amen.   I was 
reminded as I listened to the Governor of Utah plea for change of Fr. Christopher Rengers OFM Cap who spoke to me 
once about the need for a DAY OF FORGIVENESS in our country.   St Francis would be pleased with peacemaking with 

our spouses, friends, families, neighbors, parishioners, workmates, in our country and in the nations of the world.  Let’s 
get it started and reach out in love, mercy and kindness to ALL. 

 
             “ Distress and suffering of a life of exile” is what our brothers and sisters the migrants and refugees suffer all 
the time.  Our bishops in Maryland have said “the Church has always been a home for those in search of refuge and 

peace and we remain steadfast in our commitment to welcome the stranger and embrace the vulnerable. “  We 
look forward to hearing more about the efforts being made in outreach to the vulnerable in our state.  Please read 

the Immigration articles (see for instance JPIC Resource Bulletin, February 11, 2025 on the NAFRA website 
https://www.secularfranciscansusa.org)  and the Message of Pope Francis (link below)in preparation. 

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/migration/documents/papa-francesco_20190527_world-
migrants-day-2019.html  

               
  Peace, love and joy, Judith 

 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT – JOE MCHUGH 
Thank you for your continued generosity ! ! ! 

Pax and Bonum,  Joe 
 

July Balance    $2,773.45 
FFA Stipend   ($100)    $2,673.45 
SA Stipend    ($100)  $2,573.45 

August Deposit/Balance  $560.00  $3,133.45 
 

Approved:  $100 stipend for Fr. Jude Winkler 
Discussion: Website fee – $180/yr or pay for  

 3 years - $540/yr 

 
OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES  

 Light House Shelter Lunches: Next scheduled sandwich-making is on Thursday, September 25th. at 10:00am at home of 
Catherine Gonzalez. 

Fraternity contributions can be mailed to: 
   Joe McHugh  

1740 Tedbury St, Crofton, MD  21114 
Remember, when making your donation to the 
fraternity, use the memo line of your check to 
designate where you wish your contribution to be 
directed.  There are three possible designations:   

COM - Common Fund (includes Joseyfamily) 
BUS - bus tokens for the Light House shelter clients 
Phoenix – Phoenix Academy ‘backpack’ food 
 

Formatted: Centered, Right:  0", Border: Top: (No border), Bottom:
(No border), Left: (No border), Right: (No border), Between : (No
border), Tab stops: Not at  0" +  0.25" +  0.69" +  1" +  1.5" +  2" + 
2.5" +  3" +  3.5" +  4" +  4.5" +  5" +  5.5" +  7.06"
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FRATERNITY ELECTIONS – NOVEMBER 15 
 

The fraternity elections for our council will be held at our November fraternity gathering.  In preparation for this, a 
description of the offices in the Fraternity are provided below. In addition to the five positions described below, our 

council will also elect 2 councilor positions. 
 
 

From the Council Members Handbook pgs 101-102.  (You can download the handbook from the regional website) 
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WEBINAR: CELEBRATE THE 800TH ANNIVERSARY OF ST. FRANCIS’  
CREATING THE CANTICLE OF THE CREATURES  

 

The National Fraternity will the Zoom 
webinar on: 

Date: Sunday, October 5, 2025 

Time: 3PM Eastern/2PM Central/1PM 
Mountain/Noon Pacific 

Duration: 60-75 minutes 

 

Plans include a talk on the writing of the Canticle by Justin Carisio, OFS, and a panel discussion on living the 
Canticle. Justin is a professional writer with a particular interest in the Early Documents, especially the writings of 

Francis. He has collaborated with Fr. Regis Armstrong, OFM Cap. 

Panelists include current National Vice Minister Diane Menditto, current International Councilor Mary Frances 
Charsky, and previous Regional Vice Minister and JPIC councilor for Mother Cabrini Regional Fraternity Mike 

Huck. 

The invitation to register for the Zoom event will be sent out about a month beforehand via th regional ministers 
and regional formation directors. If you would like the registration information to be sent directly to you, please 

go to groups.google.com and request to be added to “NAFRACentenaryContacts”. If you are already on our 
mailing list, you will get the information automatically. 

Hope to see you there! 

Vickie Klick, Chair, NAFRA Centenary Task Force 
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Mark your calendar now:    

21st Quinquennial Congress 
The Easter of Francis:  Rekindle the Flame 

 

Location:  Marriott Griffin Gate Golf Resort & Spa 
1800 Newtown Pike 
Lexington, KY, 40511  

Dates: 20 July – 02 August, 2026 (Early Bird discounts end December 31, 2025 

Registration Information:  https://ofs-usa.regfox.com/21st-congress-secular-franciscan-order-usa 

 

CELEBRATING THE SEASON OF CREATION 
The Season of Creation runs from September 1 – October 4, beginning with the World Day of Prayer for the Care 
for Creation. As we enter into this season, Pope Leo XIV calls attention to the ways humanity exploits nature and 
how this disproportionately effects the poor and vulnerable, saying “Environmental justice... is an urgent need 

that involves much more than simply protecting the environment. For it is a matter of justice – social, economic 
and human.”  

MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE LEO XIV 
FOR THE 10th WORLD DAY OF PRAYER FOR THE CARE OF CREATION 2025  [1 September 2025] 

Seeds of Peace and Hope 
Dear Brothers and Sisters! 

The theme of this World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation, chosen by our beloved Pope Francis, is “Seeds of 
Peace and Hope”. On the tenth anniversary of the establishment of this Day of Prayer, which coincided with the 
publication of the Encyclical Laudato Si’, we find ourselves celebrating the present Jubilee as “Pilgrims of Hope.” 

This year’s theme thus appears most timely.  

Read Pope Leo’s full message at: https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-
xiv/en/messages/creation/documents/20250630-messaggio-giornata-curacreato.html 

------------- 

The catholic community has responded by organizing “Pilgrimages of Hope.”  To date, 150 pilgrimages have been 
registered in the US.  For more information, see: 

https://catholicpilgrimsofhope.org/ 

Groups are invited to join this unprecedented effort to lift a unified voice around Laudato Si’ and the importance 
of care for creation in the United States and the Catholic Church. Catholic communities across the United States 
are organizing local pilgrimages as sacred opportunities to pray for the grace to encounter Christ in Creation and 

renew our relationships with God, the Earth, and one another. 

We invite you to walk with us by hosting and/or joining a Pilgrimage of Hope for Creation during the Season of 
Creation—September 1-October 4. 

The website includes a map pinpointing where pilgrimages are occurring and providing information about each 
pilgrimage and how to join it.   
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Pilgrimages may be as simple or complex! Whether it’s a rosary walk through a parish grounds, a multi-day 
pilgrimage through a nearby mountain range, or a 12-mile journey to a local mission church—all bring us closer to 

God and creation. 

While each pilgrimage will be unique to its community, there are two required elements: 

 At least part of the pilgrimage should be outdoors in creation; 
 The pilgrimage should incorporate the pilgrimage prayer or song during the experience. 

The are a couple of pilgrimages organized in Baltimore; however, probably one of the most interesting is in 
Berryville, VA. 

September 27 - Berryville, VA— Holy Cross Abbey 
 901 Cool Springs Lane, Berryville,VA 22611 

Organizer:  Care for Creation Network of the Catholic Diocese of Arlington 

Description: Join parishioners from across the Arlington Diocese for a peaceful and prayerful walk through the 
sacred grounds of Holy Cross Abbey. Experience the Spirit of Pilgrimage.  Hear from Cistercian monks about their 
eco-friendly land stewardship Learn about the Cool Spring Natural Cemetery that they maintain. Reflect on God’s 
creation during a mindful 1 mile walk to the chapel. Join the monks for their 2 PM prayer in the chape. Visit with 

other pilgrims on the 1 mile walk back 

Wheelchair Accessible: Parts of this route are accessible 

Registration: For more information, Janet Broderick at saintjn.cch@gmail.com 

I believe this is where Denise Miante’s remains have been buried. 

Here are the detailed signup instructions.  Signup is required: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0448AAA82FAAF49-57786714-jubilee#/ 

Organizer will send an email to all participants about a week before the pilgrimage to share any final details. If 
your plans change and you cannot make it, please revise your sign up or email us and we will change it for you. 

Many thanks! 

The Pilgrimage is limited to 75 people:   
 There are 50 slots that include the 2:00 prayer service.  These are filled. 

 There 25 additional slots (12 still available) but they do not include the prayer service (not enough room in 
the chapel.) 

 
Schedule (Rain or Shine, but not Stormy) 

12 noon         Arrive and gather at the Pavilion just inside the Abbey Driveway 
12:15              Prayer opening 

12:20 - 12:40 Learn about Cool Springs Natural Cemetery  
12:50- 1:10    Learn about Environmental Stewardship at the Abbey 

1:20 - 1:50     Walk 1 mile to the chapel in the spirt of Pilgrimage with reflective prompts 
2:00 - 2:15     Join the monks for their communal "None" prayer 

2:15 - 2:45     Stop in at gift shop and/or walk back 1 mile while visiting with other pilgrims 
3:00                Depart from Pavilion at cemetery 

Bring a water bottle and walking shoes. The driveway is paved. 
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