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The Porter 
St. Conrad Fraternity, Annapolis, MD 

Secular Franciscan Order – August, 2025 
http://stconradannapolis.sfousa.org/ 

The Porter deadline for next issue is July 9.  Please send news, events, prayer requests, poems, or any interesting items to:  
Joan Faltot, 715 Maiden Choice Ln, Apt CC122, or send by email to  jd6bouv@verizon.net. 

 

 
Fraternity 
Gathering 

                                 Saturday, August 16, 2025 
Shrine of St. Anthony – Glass Room 

12290 Folly Quarter Rd., Ellicott City, MD 21042 
Glass Room available at 9:00am (Map on pg 3) 

Program 

Fr. Jude Winkler will speak on Job and Suffering 
9:00 – Set up.   
9:15 – Fraternity Gathering with Refreshments 
10:00 – Prayer LOH 
10:15-11:45 – Fr. Jude Winkler will talk 
Noon – Mass  (if we finish early, confessions available 11:00 – 11:50) 
Grounds are open until dusk! 

         The Shrine of St. Anthony is proud to be named a Pilgrimage site where 
         visitors may experience spiritual renewal within the Archdiocese of Baltimore. 

Refreshments Bowie/Crofton/Severna Park.  Space and time will be limited so the food will be 
limited to finger foods.  Coffee will be purchased from Dunkin Doughnuts. 

Prayer Glen Burnie/Pasadena/Odenton.  Bring your Liturgy of the Hours 
Saturday of the Nineteenth Week in Ordinary, Psalter week 3 

Prayer Requests 

 

For physical and spiritual healing of:  Al McGee (Ruth’s brother-in-law), Ed Shea (Ruth’s 
son), Dennis Mallon (broken hip), Emily McGeady, Jerry Miante, Dr. Alex Demyan, Jude 
Dodge’s niece, Catherine Gonzalez’s mother, Ruth’s daughter Kate, Monica’s daughter, 
Jude Dodge, Margaret Jackson, , Audrey Donnelly, Tessie Chitty, Evelyn Jones’ son Jimmy, 
Audrey Bushée, Bill Chitty, Kathleen Sievers, Carole Marsh’s sister, Harry Thompson, Jackie 
Chaplin (sister of Kathleen Sievers), Ed Sievers (Kathleen’s husband), , Kellie Eye 
(granddaughter of Susan Greif), Evelyn Jones’ niece, Jimmy Wilbourne, Gerard Malka 
(brother of Genny Wilbourne), Carolyn Malka (sister-in-law of Genny Wilbourne).   
Please help keep this list current.  Additions and changes should be sent to Joan at 
jd6bouv@verizon.net 

Birthdays David Weir – 08/08 Chris Grubach – 9/15 
Bob Ranke – 08/22 

Profession 
Anniversaries 

Bob Ranke – 09/11/1986 Genny Wilbourne – 09/18/2010    15 YEARS !! 
Sarah Ranke – 09/11/1986  

Council Meeting Friday, September 5 at 7:00 via Zoom. 
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Upcoming 
Events 

 Sunday, September 21, 2025, 1:00-4:00 pm. 
ST. Joseph Cupertino Fraternity 2025 Regional Picnic, at the Shrine of St. Anthony. 
See details on page 6. 

 
 
 

Minister’s Minute  
        Dear Brothers and Sisters, This month as Franciscans we remember St. 
Maxmilian Kolbe and St. Clare who by their example “followed the poor and crucified 
Christ and witnessed to him even in difficulties and persecutions” Rule 10.  Where did 
Kolbe find the strength and grace to lay down his life for a fellow prisoner?  We know 

from his stories that he was a man of prayer and he loved the Eucharist and was especially devoted to 
the Immaculata who leads all to Christ.   St. Clare found grace in contemplative prayer and in the Passion 
and Wounds of Christ-a devotion she learned from Francis.  In spite of long hours bed-ridden with illness 
Clare continued to sew the altar linens and to help and pray for healing of her Sisters when she could.  
    In this Porter we learn of two other Saints to be Blessed Acutis and Frassati whose sorrow for their 
early deaths was overcome by faith and trust in God and in the Eucharist. 
    When I was little I heard “just offer it up(my suffering” or “remember the starving children” or the 
prayers of the Morning Offering:  Most Holy Trinity-I offer you all my prayers, works, joys, and sufferings 
of this day in union with the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass in reparation for my sins and the sins of the whole 
world….”  And later I learned about redemptive suffering and the value for eternity. 
     Saturday Fr. Jude Winkler will be talking to us about JOB and SUFFERING-He is an example of losing it all-
family, health, property, and yet persevering in faith.  How did he do it?  Please come to our fraternity  
meeting at ST ANTHONY’S to hear from FR Jude and to visit the Shrine of St. Maxmilian Kolbe whose feast is 
August 14th.    
 
  BE THOU PRAISED O MY LORD …FOR THOSE WHO PUT UP WITH EVERY INFIRMITY AND TRIBULATION  

  Peace, love and joy, Judith 

 
TREASURER’S REPORT – JOE MCHUGH 
Thank you for your continued generosity ! ! ! 

      June Balance    $3,123.45 
FFA Stipend  ($100)   $3,023.45 
SA Stipend   ($100)    $2,923.45 
TX Floods  ($500)    $2,423.45 

Deposit/Balance     $350  $2,773.45  
 

 

OUTREACH OPPORTUNITY  

 Light House Shelter Lunches: Next scheduled sandwich-making is scheduled for Thursday, Aug 28 at 10:00am at the 
home of Catherine Gonzalez.  Let Catherine know if you are coming and tell her what you wish to bring.  

Fraternity contributions can be mailed to: 
   Joe McHugh  

1740 Tedbury St, Crofton, MD  21114 
Remember, when making your donation to the 
fraternity, use the memo line of your check to 
designate where you wish your contribution to be 
directed.  There are three possible designations:   

COM - Common Fund (includes Sabu family) 
BUS - bus tokens for the Light House shelter clients 
Phoenix – Phoenix Academy ‘backpack’ food 
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AUGUST 16 FRATERNITY GATHERING AT THE SHRINE OF ST. ANTHONY 
 
The map at the left was provided by the Shrine to 
help those who do not know the layout in the 
building.  Our fraternity gathering will be in the 
Glass Room at 9:15 am.  (Access is allowed at 
9:00am to allow us to setup.) 
 
We have ben advised that we can (1) park in front 
of the Shrine building and come down the steps 
into the courtyard and enter through the front 
door with the wreaths on them, or (2) park in the 
side parking lot and enter through the automatic 
door at the chapel.  This will bring you to the 
hallway by the chapel, where the Confessionals are 
located.  This is the best entrance for handicap 
accessibility.   Someone with a walker or 
wheelchair can then use the lift to get to the main 
level to access the bathrooms and the glass room.   
 
Please remember this is the friars’ home, so no 
yelling or running in the hallways.   
 

 

SEPTEMBER 7TH: CANONIZATIONS OF CARLO ACUTIS AND PIER GIORGIO FRASSATI  
 
Carlo Acutis died on October 10, 2006, at the young age of 15 from leukemia.   
Pier Giogio Frassati died on 4 July 1925 at the age of 24 from polio. 
 
The canonization of Acutis, who was beatified in Assisi on 10 October 2020, had originally been scheduled for 27 April, 
the Second Sunday of Easter, to coincide with the Jubilee of Teenagers, while Frassati’s canonization had been set for 3 
August, the culmination of the Jubilee for Youth. The canonization of Acutis, who was beatified in Assisi on 10 October 
2020, had originally been scheduled for 27 April, the Second Sunday of Easter, to coincide with the Jubilee of 
Teenagers, while Frassati’s canonization had been set for 3 August, the culmination of the Jubilee for Youth.  Pope Leo 
made the choice to enroll among the number of the saints two young men from different eras who led completely 
different lives, but who are nonetheless united in their love for Christ and their ability to impart that love to those 
whose lives they touched.   
 
Carlo Acutis (May 3, 1991, London – October 12, 2006, Monza Itay) He has been called the “First Millennial Saint.”  
Even as a child he showed an interest in prayer, compassion for others, and an eagerness in his studies to educate 
himself in his catechism.  He was known as a computer geek, skilled with computers and the internet.  At Age 14 he 
created a webpage for his parish.  A priest at his high school asked him to create a website to promote volunteering, for 
which he won a national competition.  He is best known for his creation of a website dedicated to cataloguing each 
reported Eucharistic miracle in the world and maintaining a list of the approved Marian apparitions of the Catholic 
Church. Acutis launched the website in 2004 and worked on it for two and a half years. It was unveiled on 4 October 
2006, the Feast of St. Francis, only days before his death. His final wish was to be buried in Assisi.  Patronage: Youth, 
Computer Programmers. 
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Pier Giorgio Frassati (April 6, 1901, Turin – July 4, 1924, was an avid mountain climber.  He was also known as the 
“Terror” due to his fondness for practical jokes though they were in good taste.  An average student, he failed his 
exams in 1913 and was sent to private studies at a Jesuit-run school. He was dedicated to works of social action.  He 
opposed fascism and did not support the regime of Benito Mussolini.  He was active in several student groups and 
became a professed member of the Third Order of Saint Dominic in 1922.  Throughout his life, even as a child, his 
inclination was to help others.  He studied engineering so he could become a mining engineer in order “to serve Christ 
better among the miners.”  On his graduation, his father offered him either a car or a sizable fund.  He chose the money 
so he could give it to the poor. On July 1, 1925 while boating with friends he returned home with a severe headache 
and fever.  On July 2, he was diagnosed with Polio and died on July 4.  His final words were “May I breathe forth my 
soul in peace with you.” On the day of his funeral, the streets of the city were lined with a thousands of  mourners who 
were unknown to his family -- the poor and the needy whom he had served so unselfishly for seven years.  In 1981 his 
remains were transferred to Turin Cathedral and upon a later inspection, were found to be incorrupt.  Patronage:  
Students, Young Catholics, Mountaineers, Youth groups, Catholic Action Word Youth Day. 

 
The Big Beautiful Bill ??? 
Impacts of HR1 on Renewable Energy and Environmental Justice  
Hosted by Catholic Climate Covenant.  https://catholicclimatecovenant.org/ 

Drake Starling, Sr. Government Relations Advocate for Energy and Environmental Policy Network. 

Drake Starling was the first of three speakers who focused on the dangers to the environment posed by this bill. 

Bill HR1 was a budget reconciliation bill which narrowly passed by Congress in July 2025.  This bill was marketed as a 
fiscal discipline and energy security bill.  In reality it is a sweeping rollback of climate and environmental progress 
achieved by both the Bidon and Obama administrations.   

The bill rescinds $80 billion in clean energy support that was passed in the Inflation Reduction Act.  Items that will no 
longer be funded include incentives for clean electricity like solar, wind, and clean hydrogen; tax credits to expand 
electric vehicle charging stations; slash programs that protect our air and water.  Fortunately, the government cannot 
eliminate the clean air and water programs, but the decrease in funds will slow progress.  
 
All Environmental Justice Grants which support communities most impacted by pollution will not receive federal funds.  
Strangely enough, 80% on the programs and incentives were to go to Republican-held districts (since they have 
historically not had local funds to improve their local environment). The Catholic Church will not be paid back for solar 
projects already in construction. 

Of course, the winners are the rich fossil fuel corporations which will receive new subsidies and an easier permitting 
process.  (Basically, the EPA will not enforce current regulations.) 

 

EARTH JUSTICE - from Joan Faltot 
https://earthjustice.org/ 
For years I have supported Earth Justice with a small monthly contribution.  Earth Justice was founded in 1971 “because 
the Earth needs a good lawyer.”  The organization currently has 14 offices, 200 lawyers, and 620 active legal cases.  
They not only fight for the Earth and endangered animals, but also small communities who suffer from the pollution of 
nearby industrial plants or to stop large plants from building next to poor residential communities.  I get emails and  
newsletters regarding their current cases.  I have already read about legal action concerning permits that do not adhere 
to regulations established by law.  They successfully won cases against the government during Trump’s first term and 
they are gearing up for a larger fight during the current administration. 
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Other news on the climate front…. 
Our military tracks sea ice via satellites and other methods because this can impact the movements of our military.  In 
the past, photos and historical data about the ice pack was shared with climatologists. That has now stopped or been 
restricted to the point that climatologists are getting data from an aging Japanese satellite.   Sea ice is one indicator of 
the rate of climate warming …. But of course, climate change is no longer considered to be a scientific fact.  
 pPR 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

O seraphic St. Francis, my beloved father, 
protector of the poor, glorious founder of 
the three orders, with tender love and 
veneration I kneel before you and kiss the 
sacred stigmata with which our divine 
Savior adorned you.  I thank you for having 
numbered me among your children.  It is a 
grace so sublime that I could never have 
merited it for my self and it brings with it an 
endless chain of heaven’s choicest 
blessings.  How shall I ever be able to show 
you gratitude enough for these favors? O 
holy Father, help me always to love the 
secular order tenderly.   Let me consider it 
my spiritual home and my paradise on 
earth, that ever mindful of my holy 
profession, I may keep the commandments 
of God and the Church and observe 
faithfully even the smallest details of the 
Rule. For in that way I shall perceive the 
wholesome effects of the blessings which 
you in your dying hour invoked on your 
beloved children. Bless your unworthy child 
that I may persevere in the conscientious 
observance of the Rule of the Secular Order 
til death. Amen 

Evening Prayer via Zoom 
Pope St John XIII Fraternity (Davidsonville, MD) invites you to join its 
evening Liturgy of the Hours prayed daily on Zoom. Open a Zoom.us 
session and JOIN the meeting. 

Meeting id: 88305033327  (same id every day) 
Sunday through Friday meetings are at 4:30 PM 

Saturday meeting is at 3:30 PM. 
Everyone is welcome to attend. 


