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	The Porter

	
	St. Conrad Fraternity, Annapolis, MD
Secular Franciscan Order – November 2023
http://stconradannapolis.sfousa.org/

	The Porter deadline for next issue is December 6th.  Please send news, events, prayer requests, poems, or any interesting items that you think other members may enjoy to:  Joan Faltot, 8217 Grainfield Rd, Severn, MD 21144, or send by email to  jd6bouv@verizon.net. 
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Fraternity Gathering
	Saturday, November 18, 2023 

Gather in the Parish Office (old Convent) following Mass at 8:30 AM 

St. John the Evangelist 
689 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, Md. 21146
NOTE:  There is a men’s group in the Parish Office prior to the 8:30 am Mass.  Fraternity members should avoid entering the Parish Office until after the 8:30 am Mass.  (However Pat will enter very quietly  and get our coffee pots started.)

	Outreach
	Blue Ribbon Project – New clothes for the older kids (teenagers) (leave purchase tag on)

will be collected this fraternity gathering

	Refreshments
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	Annapolis/Eastern Shore Please remember to bring your coffee cup.  

Bowie/Crofton/Severna Park will be next.

	Prayer
	Bowie/Crofton/Severna Park 

Liturgy of the Hours - Morning Prayer -- Office for the Dead

	Program 
	Joyful Sister Death – remembering our members who have died and sharing stories of happy death.

Book Discussion:  Chapter 8: Embracing Death in When Saint Francis Saved the Church.

	Prayer Requests
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	For physical and spiritual healing of:  Audrey Donnelly, Jeanne Wilbourne, Michael Huether, Evelyn Jones’ son Jimmy, Audrey Bushée, Lita Milan, Bill Chitty, Jerry Miante, Kathleen Sievers, Jude Dodge, Carole Marsh’s sister, Harry Thompson, Jackie Chaplin (sister of Kathleen Sievers),  Gertrude Shelton (Marie’s mom), Ed Sievers (Kathleen’s husband), Evelyn Jones, Tessie Chitty, Kellie Eye (granddaughter of Susan Greif), Evelyn Jones’ niece, Jimmy Wilbourne, Gerard Malka (brother of Genny Wilbourne), Carolyn Malka (sister-in-law of Genny Wilbourne)  (Please help update this list by sending changes/additions/ deletions to jd6bouv@verizon.net)

	Birthdays
	Jeanne Wilbourne – 11/22
Genny Wilbourne – 12/05

	Profession Anniversaries
	Joan Faltot – 10/16/1991
Santa Matarazza – 11/1/1992

Mary Jo Johnson – 10/19/1988  HAPPY 35th !
George Ryan – 11/11/19814

	Council Meeting
	Friday, December 1, at 7:00 pm via Zoom

	Upcoming 

Events
	September 6-8, 2024.  2024 Chapter of Mats. 

Claggett Center, 3035 Buckeystown Pike, Adamstown, MD 21710
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Minister’s Minute:  
Dear Brothers and Sisters,   This is the month of celebrating Thanks-giving.  We all have so much to be thankful for, our faith, our families, our friends and our fraternity.  We are grateful to Fr. Patrick Monahan who has served us as Spiritual Assistant. He will be the chaplain at Ft Meade among his other duties.  Please share a word, or action or kindness that he has blessed you with and we will include it in a card.  As we say goodbye to him we will be welcoming Br. Connor Bannon OFM Cap who also teaches at St. Frances Academy.

     This month we will also be remembering our deceased members (see list enclosed list) who we have been blessed to know as sisters and brothers in our journey together in fraternity.  We will learn from St. Francis’ joyful attitude toward “Embracing Death” as we share Ch 8 of our study book When St. Francis Saved The Church.

     This month the Church has remembered the Souls and also the Saints.  They have much to teach us including our attitude toward death and dying.  Sr. Thea Bowman, a Franciscan Sister of Perpetual Adoration, (one of the Baltimore 6) wrote this after learning of her terminal cancer…. “Lord, let me live until I die.”  I don’t know what that means but what it means doesn’t really matter in terms of time.  What I say is, I want to live fully.  I want to give fully, I want to be the best person I can during the time I have. In My Own Words p 101; also in Lester Bach’s OFM Cap Giving Life to the Words p 48-49.

    We are thankful too for our Regional, National and International Ministers who serve us faithfully throughout the years.  See the ones listed in the letter regarding the plenary indulgence that can be attained on the occasion of the 8ooth anniversary of Christmas in Greccio.  

     Brother Michael Meza OFM Cap spoke to the Council at our Pastoral Visitation encouraging us to promote new Secular Franciscan vocations, so I encourage all of your to continue in the footsteps of Mary Anne and Tessie who organized our first Parish Visit of the year and plan one soon for your parish.  Please talk to your pastors, put leaflets in your church, info in your bulletin, and invite parishioners to our gatherings even before your event.  Thanks to all who participated and to all who helped at St. John the Evangelist.  

     The Ministers’ meeting was a wonderful opportunity to hear from each of our Regional Council members a report of their activities, hopes and plans and concerns for the future.  After lunch The Ministers then shared some of their activities and concerns at their tables and then presented them to the group.  I look forward to us doing the same as a fraternity when we do our Vision questions in January.

     This month we will be collecting new clothes for the foster teens supported by the Blue Ribbon Project. Please leave the tags on as Taylor Pyle requested when he spoke to us.  In December we will collect the plastic shoe boxes for the Apostleship of the Sea.  
·      The FAMILY surely needs the prayers of this holy Ulma Family recently beatified. They are to be venerated as martyrs including THEIR UNBORN CHILD.  They are the first ENTIRE FAMILY to be beatified. 

    Pax et bonum, J
udith
SPECIAL OUTREACH FOR NOVEMBER – Fraternity Collection:  
The Blue Ribbon Project Supporting Victims of Child Abuse and Youth in Foster Care
At our September fraternity gathering, Taylor Pyle spoke about the Blue Ribbon Project.  At our November fraternity gathering, we will be collecting NEW clothing for older children.  It is important to leave the store price tags on the items donated.  For a kid in foster care, the sight of something brand new, just for them is a morale booster. 
Early Warning:  In December, we will once again collect “shoe boxes” stuffed with toiletries and goodies for Apostleship of the Sea.  New guidelines request that plastic (not cardboard) shoe boxes be used. We recently received an updated list of suggested items:  toothbrushes, toothpaste, dental floos, nail clippers,shampoo/conditioner, soap, deodorant, razors/shaving cream, gloves, knit caps, socks, pens/pencils, note pads, calendars, playing cards, travel games, small paperback books, nor-perishable snacks/candy [note added—chocolate is not recommended because it melts], a rosary and/or scapular, small prayer book/prayer card, religious medal, Christmas card signed by you and/your organization
	Opportunity to Evangelize

Our fraternity sponsored its first hospitality Sunday on November 12th at St. John the Evangelist Church—and it certainly won’t be our last.   Many thanks to Mary Anne and Tessie who made this outreach a reality.  Our purpose is to introduce parishioners to the secular order, especially our fraternity.  Fraternity members are encouraged to work with Mary Anne to schedule a hospitality Sunday or other outreach in their parish in the near future.

Mary Anne Novak    (     manovak618@gmail.com     (     586-202-7163


Catholic Pilgrimage to Mexico

With Fr. Alistair Elias, C.Ss.R. of St. Mary’s, Annapolis

July 16 – 25, 2024

Includes Our Lady of Guadalupe, Tlaxcala, Puebla, 

Curenavaca, Taxco, Teotihuacan, San Miguel 
de Allende, Dolores, Hidalgo & more!

$2,795 from Baltimore

Brochures are available in the St. Mary’s rectory.

For more information, call Kathy Norwood at 443-534-0560

 [image: image13.jpg]


Treasurer’s Report – Joe McHugh
Thank you for your continuing generosity ! ! !

Sept. Balance   

$4,543.45

FFA  Stipend 
 ($100.00) 
 $5,443.45

SA Stipend 
 ($100.00) 
 $5,343.45

St. John’s Stipend
 ($100.00)  
 $5,243.45

Denise – Phoenix 
 ($465.00)  
$3,498.45

OFM Cap 150th 
 ($150.00)  
 $3,348.45

Joe McHugh – FAN 
 ($300.00)
 $3,048.45

       Conference

Oct. Deposit/Balance 
$446.00
$3,494.45
Outreach Opportunities – Denise Miante
Phoenix Backpacks:  Filled 20 bags on Wednesday, October 18th at 10:00 in the school cafeteria.  The staff is helping us again this year but with fewer people.  THANKS to Catherine who helps me shop.  Next Bag filling is scheduled for Wednesday, November 15 at 10:00 in the school cafeteria.  
Light House Shelter Lunches:  Made 50 sandwiches on Thurs. Oct. 26th.  Thanks to Catherine and Paul for being the perfect hosts.  Next scheduled sandwich-making is on Thursday, December 28th, at 9:45 at Catherine’s home.  We typically DO NOT make sandwiches on Thanksgiving.
Shelter Bus Passes:  Will purchase and deliver 200 passes in December.
Upcoming Fraternity Collections:  December – Apostolate of the Sea – Shoe Boxes (plastic) for the filled with goodies
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 Blessed Ulma Family – Beatified on 10 September 2023
This marks the first time in the modern canonization process that an entire a family was beatified.  On March 24, 1944, the entire family was killed by the Nazis along with the eight Jews hidden in their home.  The family resided in Markowa, Poland and consisted of parents Józef and Wiktoria Ulma and their seven children: Stanislawa (age 8), Barbara (7), Wladyslaw (6), Franciszek (4), Antoni (3), Maria (2), unnamed child (8 months) delivered at the time of his mother’s martyrdom.  They are regarded by the State of Israel as Righteous Among the Nations, and they are venerated in the Catholic Church as martyrs (including the unborn child).  Their feast day is celebrated on July 7, the anniversary of Józef and Wiktoria Ulma wedding.  
Despite the murder of the Ulmas which was meant to strike fear into the hearts of villagers, their neighbors continued to hide Jewish fugitives until the end of World War II.
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Prot. N.31/2023

Assisi, 04 October 2023
Solammit of the Seraphic Father Saint Francis

To the attention of the

Brothers and sisters
of the Franciscan Family

Plenary indulgence on the occasion of the eighth centenary
of "Christmas at Greccio" as experienced by Saint Francis of Assisi

Dear brothers and sisters,

‘may the Lord give you peace!



Carmen Delagado

May 7, 1929 – May 10, 2023

Professed:  September 11, 1986
Carmen Fermandois Delgado, born on May 7, 1929, passed away peacefully surrounded by family on May 10, 2023 in Annapolis, Maryland. Carmen was born and raised in Santiago, Chile. She loved her Chilean heritage and she shared this love of her country with everyone she met. She studied at the University of Chile, and received a degree in social work. She later moved to Venezuela. One of her most rewarding jobs was at a women’s jail in Caracas, Venezuela, where she helped younger woman transition to life after prison. Carmen was the loving wife of the late Dr. Gustavo Delgado. They met at a medical conference in Caracas, and after a brief courtship, they wed a few months later in Caracas, Venezuela. They then returned to Annapolis, Maryland to raise their family. Carmen was predeceased by her mother, Carmen Fermandois, her brother, Germaine, and her father Alfonso. Her mother was her best friend and remained by her side her whole life.

Carmen was an active volunteer at Anne Arundel General Hospital, and served as a translator for Spanish speakers at the Annapolis police department. She also hosted Chilean students from the Naval Academy and welcomed numerous Hispanic families to Anne Arundel County. She was a member of St. Mary’s Parish for many decades, and well into her 80’s, was actively involved with Saint Conrad’s Fraternity, participated in the Franciscan prayer groups, and helped others with meals and support services. 

Carmen and Gustavo lived in the Winchester on the Severn community for more than 50 years, and had many wonderful friends and neighbors. Carmen raised a blended family with courage and a sense of adventure that was an inspiration to all. Everyone loved her sense of humor, and her larger than life personality will never be forgotten. Her adventurous spirit led her to travel the world with her husband and family, where she embraced many different cultures and opportunities.

Carmen had a love of flowers, gardening, music, and ballet. Her garden was filled with countless azaleas and beautiful plants all season long. She was a great entertainer, and enjoyed baking and cooking large Latin meals. Carmen loved spending time with family at her beach house in Bethany Beach, Delaware. The ocean was her happy place and always brought her peace. 

She will be deeply missed by her entire family, including stepsons David (Gina) and Richard (Irene) Delgado, children, Carmen (Matt) Chalek, Gustavo (Giuditta) Delgado, Malena (John) Ruland, Susan Delgado (Lars Gunlicks) as well as 15 grandchildren and 6 great grandchildren. In lieu of flowers, please consider making a donation to Hospice of the Chesapeake or the Alzheimers Association.
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Edward F. Wilbourne
January 16, 1935 ~ September 30, 2023

Professed May 15, 2976

Mr. Wilbourne proudly served his country in the National Guard – Maryland 29th Infantry Division based at the 5thRegiment Armory. He attended parochial school at Saint Bernardine in Baltimore City and graduated high school from Mount Saint Joseph. He earned his Bachelors of science in business at the University of Baltimore and was a member of the Beta Alpha Honorary Scholarship Society. A devoted Catholic he attended and taught religious education for Saint Jane Frances and Holy Trinity in their CCD programs for many years. He was a very accomplished and wonderful person who is loved and will be missed.

      On September 30, 2023. Edward F. Wilbourne’s soul was received into heaven. He is the Beloved husband of Jeanne Wilbourne. Cherished father of Stephen Wilbourne, Matthew Wilbourne, Timothy Wilbourne, Paul Vain, Rosie O’Brien, Christopher O’Brien, Michael Hall, John Bell and David Bell. Dear Grandfather of Riley, Dare, Bradley, Alexis and Bentley, Brother of the late James Wilbourne.

      A member of the Saint Conrad Fraternity Secular Franciscan Order for 47 years. In memory of Edward F. Wilbourne donations can be made to the Saint Conrad Fraternity, 1740 Tedbury Street, Crofton, MD 21114.

In lieu of flowers Mass cards are requested. A visitation and Mass was in October.
DECEASED FRATERNITY MEMBERS

1983 
Carolyn O’Neil

1991 
Ed Walcsak

1993 
Joanne Patmore

1998 
Nancy Holthaus                        

2002     Janet Kuebel                           

2003 
Dan Kuebel                           

2005 
Paul Ralph

2006 
Anne O’Donnell

2008 
Mary Ellen McGeehan 

2008 
Genevieve Welle

2008 
Pat Donahoe

2008 
Sherry McGurk

2008 
Marshall Love
2010 
Marie Morris
2012
Mary Ann Ellinghausen
2013  
Linda Coyn

2013
Herman Ellinghausen

2014
Joan Cornell Leckinger

2014
Mary Jeanette Hannon

2015
Helen Bradford

2016
Mary L. Cooke

2016 
Anne Mercer

2018     Barbara Elaine Petrisko 

2018     Br. Saùl Soriano, our spiritual assistant at the time of his death

2019
Jane Donohoe

2019     Mary “Rita” Rossi

2020
James Edward Holthaus

2021
Mary Henry

2021
Joan Robinson

2022
Genevieve Mary Moreira

2022 
Patricia Troup

2023 
Stephen John Corbis

2023
Edward F. Wilbourne

2023 
Carmen Delagado

Every Life is Worth Living
Heavenly Father, thank you for the precious gift of life. 
Help us to cherish and protect this gift, even in the midst of fear, pain, and suffering. 
Give us love for all people, especially the most vulnerable, and help us 
      bear witness to the truth that every life is worth living. 
Grant us the humility to accept help when we are in need, and teach 
      us to be merciful to all. 
Through our words and actions, may others encounter the outstretched 
     hands of Your mercy. We ask this through Christ, our Lord.  Amen.
Available on a prayer card in English or Spanish from United States Conf. of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. 

https://store.respectlife.org/collections/prayer-cards/products/every-life-is-worth-living-prayer-card
Memorial of St. Rose Philippine Duchesne –November 18


Twelve years before St. Rose Philippine Duchesne (1769-1852) journeyed to the New World, she wrote to St. Madeleine Sophie Barat of her travels there in spirit.  In the following letter, she describes her all-night vigil before the Eucharist in which she prayerfully applied the merits of Christ to the Americas.  St. Rose would later found the first convent of the Society of the Sacred Heart in the New World, a work built upon her years of prayer and sacrifice.  In this way, she witnesses to the primacy of God’s action to prayer for missionaries and evangelists.


All night I was in the New World, but I travelled in good company.  First, I reverently gathered up all the Precious Blood from Gethsemane, the Praetorium, and Calvary.  I then took possession of Our Lord in the Blessed Eucharist, and bearing my treasure, I went forth to scatter it abroad, but without any fear that it would be exhausted.  St, Francis Xavier helped me to make this priceless seed bear fruit and prayed before God’s throne that new lands might be opened to the light of truth.  St. Francis Regis steered our course, with other saints jealous for God’s glory.  All went well, and no sorrow, not even holy sorrow could find a corner in my heart, because it seemed to me that a new application was about to be made of the merits of Jesus Christ.  The twelve hours of the night passed rapidly and without weariness, though on my knees.  And yet, the previous evening I could not hold out for one hour.

St. Rose Philippine Duchesne (1769-1852)
[An excerpt from “Mystery of the Altar; daily Meditations on the Eucharist” 

Kenneth J. Howell & Joseph Crownwood;  Emmaus Road Publisher;

With permission granted by the Publisher, Mr. Rob Corzine]
November 9:  Feast of the Dedication of the Basilica of St. John Lateran.
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This is the Pope’s cathedral as Bishop of Rome and was the seat of government of the Church during the time of Francis.  In 1209, Francis and his first brothers travel to seek the approval of Pope Innocent III for their way of life.  A story was told in Franciscan circles about Francis’s visit to a hesitant Pope Innocent:

On hearing [Francis’s response to his questions], the pope was greatly amazed, especially since, before blessed Francis’s arrival, he had seen in a vision the church of St. John Lateran threatening to collapse, and a religious, small and of shabby appearance, supporting it on his own shoulders. A few days later, blessed Francis came to him, made known his proposal, and asked him to confirm the rule he has written in simple words, using the words of the holy Gospel, for whose perfection he fully longed. As he was reflecting on how enthusiastic blessed Francis was in God’s service, and comparing his vision with that shown to the man of God, he began to say to himself: “This is indeed that holy and religious man through whom the church of God will be sustained and supported.” So he embraced him and approved the rule he had written. (Legend of the Three Companions, 51)


[image: image4.png]We write to you from Assisi, where we are gathered on the occasion of the
celebrations for our Seraphic Father, to share with you the great gift and privilege that the
Holy Father wanted to grant us on the occasion of the 800th anniversary of Christmas in
Greccio. Here Samt Francis wanted to commemorate the birth of the Lord starting with a
nativity scene, Teading o the Eucharistic celebration, where Jesus Christ makes himself
present in the bread and wine.

‘During this Centenary, on 17 April 2023, we addressed the following petition to the
Holy Father. *in order to promote the spiritual renewal of the faithfil and increase the Iife
of grace, we ask that the faithful receive a plenary indulgence under the usual conditions
from & December 2023, the Solemnity of Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin
Mary, to 2 February 2024, Feast of the Presentation in the Temple of Our Lord Jesus Christ,
by visiting the churches run by Franciscan families throughout the world and stopping in
prayer in front of the nativity scenes set up there. Likewise, those who are sick or unable to




                   [image: image5.png]participate physically can equally benefit from the gift of plenary indulgence, offering their
 sufferings to the Lord or carrying out pratices of piety-





[image: image6.png]‘The Apostolic Penitentiary favorably welcomed the request, granting the right to
‘announce it publicly.

‘Therefore, in all the churches entrusted to us for pastoral care,
it will be possible for all the faithful
to receive a plenary indulgence, under the usual conditions,
from 8 December 2023 to 2 February 2024.

‘We ask you to share this "privilege" in all our locations which fits in well with the
special relationship that was established between Saint Francis and the Church when he
‘asked the Pope for the Indulgence for those who visited the Porziuncola; and we hope that
it will be an opportunity for communion and spiritual renewal for every brother and sister
in the entire Franciscan family.

May the Lord guide your steps,
and give you his mercy!

Your General Ministers and President
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MJ Parker’s Little Friends for Peace    https://www.lffp.org/
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Fraternity contributions can be mailed to:


	  Joe McHugh 


1740 Tedbury St


Crofton, MD  21114


Remember, when making your donation to the fraternity, use the memo line of your check to designate where you wish your contribution to be directed.  There are three possible designations:  


COM - Common Fund (includes Sabu family)


BUS - bus tokens for the Light House shelter clients


Phoenix – Phoenix Academy ‘backpack’ food





food  program 
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