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	The Porter deadline for the November issue is November 4.  Please send news, prayer requests, poems, or interesting things that you think other members may enjoy to:  Joan Faltot, 8217 Grainfield Rd, Severn, MD 21144, or send by email (address above). 
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Fraternity Meeting
	Rite of Profession  for Laura Benso, Sarita Palmer, & Mary Rohde 

Saturday, November 18, 2017, 11:00 am

Capuchin College Chapel, 4121 Harewood Road, NE, Washington, DC  20017
Parking available behind the building.  Food items for the Pot Luck should be delivered to the kitchen by 10:30 am.  The Kitchen door is to the right as you take the driveway from 4121 Harewood Rd. NE, towards the gate and rear parking lot. People will be at the door to receive the items you bring.  Put your name on the container if you want it back. If the item needs to be heated or refrigerated, please tape written instructions on the item.  Please bring serving utensils for use with your dish.

	Refreshments
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	Buffet Luncheon follows the Rite of Profession. Pot Luck signup list was distributed via email to remind those who signed up at the October meeting and to use to sign up if you have not done so yet. Remember, please, no desserts. For additional information please contact Denise Miante at rubob903@gmail.com.  Bowie/Crofton/Severna Park has the supplies.  Glen Burnie/Pasadena will be next, so please arrange to take the supplies home and restock if necessary.   


	Prayer Requests
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	For the soul of:  Barbara Elaine Petrisko, OFS, and consolation for her family. For our sick and/or homebound members:   (Please help us update this list.) Brigid Cobb (cataract surgery), Audrey Donnelly (small fracture in pelvis; receiving physical therapy at home), John McHugh (Joe’s brother), Rita Rossi, Katherine (Mary Henry’s daughter-in-law), Audrey Bushee’s husband, Bob Mochi (husband of our regional executive Councilor Barbara Countryman), Evelyn Jones’ niece, Genny Wilbourne’s granddaughter Jessica, Peggy Rideout (Mary Musselwhite’s daughter), Joan’s husband Bill Kvetkas, Mandy (Kathleen Sievers’ niece), Teri Egan, Pat Troup.

	Birthdays
	Jeanne Wilbourne --  11/22
Genny Wilbourne – 12/05
John Treichel – 12/06

	Profession Anniversaries
	Susan Greif  – 11/15/1997
Jude Dodge – 11/18/2017


	Outreach
	For more information, contact Denise.

Lighthouse Shelter Lunches:  None scheduled for  in month of November
Phoenix Academy “Backpacks”:   November 27 or 28.  Denise needs to confirm with Phoenix Academy

	Treasury
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	Common Fund balance: $1,657.82
REMINDER - Please remember to use the memo line of your check to designate how you wish your contribution to be directed.  There are 3 possible designations:  
· Common Fund (this covers fraternity operations and the Sabu family in India),
· Phoenix Academy (for student weekend food packs), and 

· Tokens (bus tokens for the Lighthouse Shelter clients).  

You can write one check and direct your contribution to any or all three areas.

Example:   $20 Com / $10 Phoenix / $5 Token.  None of these amounts should be interpreted as being what is expected from any particular member.  

Cash contributions are also acceptable, but checks are preferred. 

	Council Meeting
	Monday, December 3, 9:30 am at Tyrrells.


Community
[image: image6.jpg]


Minister’s Minute:    
We are blessed to be celebrating the Rite of Permanent Profession for three people at this month’s meeting and Mass at Capuchin College—and only a year after our last profession!  I hope that before the meeting you can take time to consider the three questions that those to be professed are asked during the Rite (see pp. 21-22 of The Ritual).  You, of course, were asked those questions at your profession.  Are you still answering them, “Yes, this is what I want.”  Do you still follow Christ in the footsteps of St. Francis?  Are you still building the Kingdom of God through your witness of word and action? Do you contribute to the rebuilding of the church so that it can fulfill its mission in the world?  As we end the calendar year with the Profession this month and a celebration of the Incarnation next month, let us all be renewed in the Spirit of St. Francis. Let us look at the Cross, live our Rule, and love our neighbors.

On a sad note, as was reported on TV and in the papers since Wednesday, a Capuchin priest at Sacred Heart Church in DC was arrested on sexual assault charges stemming from events in 2015. The pastor, also a Capuchin, was removed from his position and the child protection coordinator for the parish (not a Capuchin) was put on leave.  Please pray for all those involved.  

On the uplifting side, I received the following thank-you note recently after the fraternity made a donation:  As a current resident at the Samaritan Women, I want you to know how much I appreciate your first gift to support this ministry.  Thank you for investing in my future.  I’d like to welcome you into this community of people who support my healing and new life.  I am grateful to be here because of your generosity! Thank You!

Finally, I want to recommend a web site that I discovered within the last week or so:  www.franciscantradition.org contains foundational documents of the Franciscan Tradition, including biographies, letters and other important sources.  So far the Early Documents include volumes 1,2, and the volume on Clare (which cost about $30 each on Amazon).  Another interesting page for me included 17 short summaries of longer documents by leading Franciscan scholars on topics such as Franciscan spirituality and Christology, the Franciscan view of Creation, and contemporary concerns.  That page is at https://www.franciscantradition.org/resources/custodians-of-the-tradition. Sign-up is free, and almost every one of us can qualify, as there is a block that can be checked if one is a Secular Franciscan.  There are other categories for religious and undergraduate or graduate students, but the easiest one to qualify for is “Franciscan Enthusiast” for anyone not a member of the OFS or one of the other categories.

In Christ & St. Francis, Pat

Sister Death Greets Barbara Petrisko
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Barbara Elaine Petrisko, age 76, of Dagsboro, DE, passed away on Wednesday, October 31, 2018, at Coastal Hospice at the Lake at Deers Head Hospital. She was born in West Mifflin, PA, on June 12, 1942, daughter of the late John and Martha (Czepiec) Madeya. Mrs. Petrisko graduated from Slippery Rock University in PA, class of 1964. She made her career as a teacher and later worked in retail sales. In her spare time she loved gardening, going to the beach, and walking on the boardwalk. She was a member of St. Ann's Catholic Church in Bethany Beach, DE where she loved being involved in the church activities. Mrs. Petrisko is survived by her loving husband, Edwin Michael Petrisko of Dagsboro, DE; her children: Jennifer Petrisko of Annapolis MD, Jill Petrisko of Long Beach, CA, and Michael Petrisko of State College, PA; her siblings: Robert Madeya of Marana, AZ, Virginia Keck of Pittsburgh, PA, Marion Madeya of West Mifflin, PA, William Madeya of Elizabeth, PA, Lucille Smith of Irwin, PA, and John Madeya of Louisville, KY. A Mass of Christian Burial will be held on Friday, November 16, 2018, at 11:00 AM, at St. Ann Catholic Church, 691 Garfield Parkway, Bethany Beach, DE, where friends may visit beginning at 10:00 AM. Interment will follow Mass at Gate of Heaven Cemetery, 32112 Vines Creek Rd., Dagsboro, DE. Arrangements are being handled by Parsell Funeral Homes & Crematorium, Clarksville Chapel, Ocean View, DE. In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made in Mrs. Petrisko's name to St. Jude Children Hospital, 501 St Jude Place, Memphis, TN 38105. Please visit Mrs. Petrisko's Life Memorial Webpage and sign her online guestbook at http://www.parsellfuneralhomes.com.
· Professed in 1980 
· St. Conrad Fraternity Minister 1992-1995
· Transferred to St. Clare fraternity in Delaware in 2013
DECEASED FRATERNITY MEMBERS – as November is traditionally the month in which we pray for the deceased, please pray for all out deceased fraternity members.
1983 
Carolyn O'Neil

1991 
Ed Walcsak

1993 
Joanne Patmore

1998 
Nancy Holthaus                        

2002     Janet Kuebel                           

2003 
Dan Kuebel                           

2005 
Paul Ralph

2006 
Anne O'Donnell

2008 
Mary Ellen McGeehan 

2008 
Genevieve Welle

2008 
Patrick Donahoe

2008 
Sherry McGurk

2008 
Marshall Love

2010 
Marie Morris

2012
Ann Ellinghausen
2013  
Linda Coyne
2013
Herman Ellinghausen

2014
Joan Leckinger

2014
Mary Hannon

2015
Helen Brandford

2016
Mary L. Cooke

2016 
Anne Mercer

2018     Br. Saùl Soriano, OFM Cap, our Spiritual Assistant at the time of his death

2018     Barbara Petrisko 

[image: image8.jpg]


OFS USA Chapter Update: 2018 JPIC Award Presented

Carolyn Townes, OFS (left) and Kathleen Carsten, OFS (right) just after JPIC Award presentation. Photo: Bob Stronach, OFS.

Greetings, dear Family!

It was my joyful honor to present the 2018 recipient of the Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation Award, Kathleen Carsten, OFS. Kathy, as she is affectionately known, is a parish nurse and an advocate for the seniors and the plights of senior housing.

Wishing you blessings of peace and all good,

Carolyn D. Townes, OFS
National Animator, Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation (JPIC)

Video of the award ceremony has been posted to the Chapter’s web page: 
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/2018-national-chapter/
Outreach – The Apostleship of the Sea – Christmas Gift Boxes
At our December Fraternity Meeting, our fraternity will again be collecting gift boxes for the Apostleship of the Sea. The Apostleship of the Sea distributes gift boxes “dockside” to crews of ships that will arrive in the Port of Baltimore during the Christmas Holidays.  Here is how to prepare your gift box:
Step 1:  
Find a heavy duty cardboard or plastic shoe box

Step 2:  
Fill the box with the following suggested items:

Personal items:  toothbrushes, toothpaste, dental floss, combs, nail clippers, mouthwash, shampoos, conditioners, soap, saving cream, deodorant, q-tips, disposable razors, 
Clothing:  socks gloves, scarves, caps
Handy Fun Stuff:  pens, pencils, writing supplies, English dictionaries, 2019 calendars, pocket-sized address books/planners, scotch tape, playing cards, travel-sized games, reading materials (magazines, paperbacks), non-perishable foods/snacks/candy, wholesome DVDs, a small Christmas card or blessing signed from a member or members of your organization.

Step 3:  
Wrap the box.
Step 4:  
Remember to bring it to our Fraternity Meeting on December 15
Outreach – YouFra (Franciscan Youth)
In January 2019 there will be a World Youth Day in Panama, and, as has become traditional, before that there will be a YouFra International Gathering – a unique opportunity to meet in person with YouFra members from different national fraternities from around the world. The hosting YouFra and OFS fraternity of Panama have already started organizing this, but they need our help from their brothers and sisters in the OFS.  YouFra is asking fraternities if they can help raise money to help cover some travel expenses for YouFra members from distant or poor countries.

YouFra has already received requests for help from Nicaragua, Mexico, Brazil, Guatemala.  Africa groups not even dared to ask for help because they know it’s almost impossible for them to gather enough money to participate. YouFra is seeking to have representatives from every nation.  To meet this goal even the smallest amount donated will be greatly appreciated. The National Executive Council agreed to donate $2,000, and several regions, fraternities, and individuals have also contributed to this fund. Your fraternity council already approved a donation of $100.  However, individual members may wish to make additional donations.  YouFra gathering stars on January 17, 2019, so time is short.  Donations are requested by December at the latest.  This request was also sent out via email late last month.
The checks should be made out to NAFRA, with YIG (Youfra International Gathering) Scholarship Donation in the memo line. If you choose not to donate on line at CIOFS.org, donations can be mailed to our new National Treasurer: 

NAFRA 

c/o Claudia Kauzlarich, OFS

2007 Maverick Trl

Harrisonville, MO. 64701-1545

National Executive Council (NEC) Election Results

After reflecting together on the needs of our Order, after spending time in prayer and formation, and after invoking the help of the Holy Spirit, our National Fraternity has chosen the team that will guide and animate that fraternity for the next three years. The following servant leaders were elected to NEC positions on October 13, 2018:

· Jan Parker, OFS — Minister

· Mary Bittner, OFS — Vice Minister

· Jane DeRose-Bamman — Secretary

· Claudia Kauzlarich, OFS — Treasurer

· Awilda Guadalupe, OFS — International Councilor

· Josh Molidor, OFS — Councilor 1

· Dennis Ross, OFS — Councilor 2

· Donna Hollis, OFS — Councilor 3


Jane DeRose-Bamman was also elected Alternate International Councilor

Please keep all of these brothers and sisters in your prayers.
JPIC -- Justice, Peace And Integrity Of Creation, Animator Judith Tyrrell, OFS
    Please read the attachment from Gil Donahue OFS, our new Regional JPIC Coordinator, in its entirety (one page of which is set out below).  As we begin to think about our Vision for the coming year and reflect on our Rule let us think about those actions that we might implement both individually and as an Area group and as a fraternity that might bring our Franciscan charism into those “arenas” which are so much in need of it.   

      One of these actions of Franciscan peacemaking is sharing our wealth with the poor, like our family in India and in the Council’s decision to support YOUFRA and the poor young people going to Panama for World Youth Day.  This can be a gift of the universality of the Church and the grace of their Catholic faith shared with youth throughout the world that can change their lives forever.  We were in Denver WYD as a family with a group from El Paso!  It was an awesome experience.  

    From the pastoral Constitution on the Church in the Modern World of the Second Vatican Council:  n78 “Peace here on earth cannot be maintained unless the good of the human person is safeguarded and men are willing to trust each other and share their riches of spirit and talent.  If peace is to be established it is absolutely necessary to have a firm determination to respect other persons and peoples and their dignity and to be zealous in the practice of brotherhood.  n83 To build peace, the causes of human discord which feed the fires of war must first be eliminated, and among these are violations of justice.  Many of these causes are due to gross economic inequality and delay in providing necessary remedies. From the Office of Readings for the 31st Sunday and Monday in Ordinary Time.

HOW CAN WE LIVE IN ACCORDANCE WITH JPIC?
FIVE ARENAS FOR ACTION:

FAMILY

Suggested actions: We can seek ways to simplify our lives by carefully weighing our purchases, decluttering and donating unused clothing and other items, limiting our carbon footprint, and adopting eco-friendly and green policies.

COMMUNITY (FRATERNITY)

Suggested actions: We can seek opportunities to assist those in need, encourage eco-friendly policies, and stand up for the downtrodden.

STATE

Suggested actions: State legislation bears on important social issues, including health, education, housing and other forms of assistance to the poor. We should consider advocating on behalf of the needy to improve systemic and structural issues that affect them.

NATION

Suggested actions: Many issues of importance can only be addressed at the national level. We should consider changes that need to be made in existing programs and policies and advocate on behalf of those who depend on public assistance.

WORLD

Suggested actions: We should become better educated about important the issues, determine how we can best help, and then offer our personal talents or treasures to the effort. We can also help educate others about the needs beyond our shores.
From Gil Donahue, OFS, St. Margaret of Cortona Regional JPIC Animator, baitang@gmail.com 
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